BATTLE OF THE WITS

those wily frauds which are practised by the children of
iniquity" can be depended upon to ferret out the intricate
courses of "dissimulation and deceit." In a word, it takes
a thief to catch a thief. Likewise a woman in the front of
fashion may make a good wife; but a cook-maid has certain
advantages over her. She ministers directly to the prin-
cipal end of life, which is to live well; she is not so expen-
sive a luxury as a fine lady, for she requires less for dress
and diversions; she can detect all the devices in the kitchen
to rob her household, as she has been a servant herself and
knows the dishonesty of the class to which she once be-
longed ; and by imbibing a portion of that fire to which she
has been so much exposed, she is likely to possess "a degree
of vivacity sufficient not only to enforce her commands, but
also to enliven conversation, and give the necessary fillips
to the spirits of her lord and husband/'

Nine days later, according to HilPs newspaper, appeared
a sixpenny pamphlet entitled "The March of the Lion, or
the Conclusion of the "War between the Dunce and the
Dunces, written with all the Blackguardism of Justice
Bobbadill, all the Politeness of the Inspector, all the Wit
of the Fool, and all the Smartness of Mary Midnight/'
This piece of irony, printed for Cooper, seems to have been
aimed not only against Fielding but against all who had
taken part in the warfare. Prospective readers were in-
formed that they would be entertained by "the Progress
of the Golden Savage from the Bedford Coffee-house, in
search of new Quarters/' No copy of this trifle has yet
come to light. The same is true of "A Speech made in the
Censorial Court of Alex. Drawcansir, Monday, 6th June,
1752, concerning a late Act of Parliament," which was an-
nounced in "The General Advertiser" of June 27. The
undiscovered address sold at sixpence and was printed for
the author, whom the biographers have supposed to be
Fielding himself. Again lurks in the background Thornton

405 England/' 1766, II, 160.
